ENGLISH 232: MYTHOLGY 
COURSE OUTLINE SPRING 2003 
MWF 10:00-10:50 a.m.; MAY 201

INSTRUCTOR: Dr. B. Laman 
OFFICE: Stickney Hall 213 (tel. 483-2002) 
OFFICE HOURS: MWF 11-noon, TR 2:30-4 p.m. 
E-MAIL: Barbara.Laman@DSU.nodak.edu 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
English 232, Mythology, is an introductory, comparative study of several mythologies of various cultures emphasizing those that have contributed to, and influenced the development of, Western European culture. The study will emphasize the literary and cultural functions or myth. 
REQUIRED TEXT 
Leeming, David Adams. The World of Myth: An Anthology. New York: Oxford UP, 1990. 


STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
I. Institutional Student Learning Outcomes: 

To develop 
1. higher order and critical thinking skills; 
2. basic academic success skills including proficiencies in writing; 
3. discipline specific knowledge and skills within the English major; 
4. liberal arts and academic values and knowledge; 
5. students' potential to develop personal, life-long learning habits.

II. Program Student Learning Outcomes 

To develop students’ ability to

1. read texts analytically; 
2. speak and write skillfully about their reading of mythological themes; 
3. respond logically and creatively to a variety of cultural myths; and 
4. teach mythology in a high school setting;

III. Course Student Learning Outcomes 

To develop students' ability to
1. identify and interpret the major characters and significant incidents from the mythologies studied
2. make accurate and insightful comparisons between and among the mythologies and cultures studied
3. identify mythic patterns and motifs and specific, cultural examples of such patterns and motifs

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
English 232 involves the following responsibilities on your part: 

1. reading the assigned texts, attending class periods to participate in discussion, and viewing of video tapes.

2. writing four unit exams (one each four sections of the text). Exams will typically be composed of 75% multiple choice items and 25% short answer items. These exams will count 50% of the final grade.

3. You will also write two short papers of 3-5 pages each. One paper should be a review of a book related to mythology, culture, or folklore; the second paper should analyze the use of mythology in modern life through such issues as religious symbolism, psychological analysis, artistic use of mythic materials, or folklore and folk traditions. The papers will count 20% each of the final grade.

4. There will also be unannounced quiz and participation points to be earned, which will be worth 10% of your final grade. Overall attendance will count 5% of the final grade.

LATE OR MISSED WORK POLICY 

Daily work (quizzes and participation points) cannot be made up. If you have to miss an exam or turn in a paper late, you must make arrangements with me before the deadline in order to receive full credit for the work.  Late papers lose 10% of their value and will not be accepted at all if they are more than one week late. 

GRADES

90-100 A    Excellent mastery of material presented in the course and excellent writing demonstrated in papers and exams.  Clear understanding of readings demonstrated during class discussion and on reading quizzes.  Papers and exams have only a minimal number of minor errors in grammar or style. Papers surpass the minimum features of the assignment.
80-89 B    Above average mastery of material presented in the course and competent writing demonstrated in papers and exams.  Understanding of most readings demonstrated during class discussion and on reading quizzes.  Asking questions during class when concepts are unclear.  Papers and exams have some errors grammar or style that may affect comprehension.
70-79 C   Average mastery of material presented in the course and acceptable writing with assorted errors, some serious, in grammar or style.  Problems in mechanics of punctuation, spelling, and grammar hamper effective communication. Papers fulfill the minimum features of the assignment.

Understanding of most readings demonstrated during class discussion and on reading quizzes.  Asking questions during class when reading comprehension is lacking.
60-69 D   Below average mastery of material presented in the course and generally inadequate writing that displays several severe errors that dramatically affect comprehension. There are a significant number of mechanical problems of punctuation, spelling, and grammar that undermine the effectiveness of the papers. The papers inadequately fulfill the minimum features of the assignment. A lack of reading demonstrated by nonparticipation in class discussion and failure to answer questions on quizzes.
 

Below 60 F   A student who demonstrates less than 60% mastery of the course content on written examinations as evidenced by severe misconceptions about generalizations, concepts, and specific facts will receive an “F” and not pass the course

  
 

