
ther's Protestant Refor-

mation in 1517, all served to 

inspire a more global aware-

ness.  

Early modern Europe-

an history is usually seen to 

span from the turn of the 

15th century, through 

the Age of Reason and Age of 

Enlightenment in the 17th 

and 18th centuries, until the 

beginning of the Industrial 

Revolution in the late 18th 

century.  Despite the global 

character of this history, it is 

Europe’s impact around the 

globe which provides a great 

deal of the unity to the histo-

ry. 

Modern history, or 

the modern era, describes 

the historical timeline after 

the Middle Ages. Modern 

history can be further broken 

down into the early modern 

period and the late modern 

period. Contemporary histo-

ry describes the span of his-

toric events that are immedi-

ately relevant to the present 

time.  Each division reveals 

our Euro-centric vision. 

Art historian Giorgio Vasari 

(1511-1574) dated the begin-

ning of the modern era to the 

year 1500.  However, the 

Western world departed 

from a Mediterranean to an 

Atlantic vision during the 

16th century. The Fall of Con-

stantinople in 1453, the fall 

of Muslim Spain and the dis-

covery of the Americas in 

1492, and Martin Lu-

The key teaching strategy in-

volved in blending online read-

ings and associated links.  The 

student’s ultimate ability to han-

dle this spectrum of materials is 

largely contingent upon personal 

time-management skills and com-

plete the project.  Students are 

expected to read online or in 

paper form Modern World History: 

An Interactive Text (National So-

cial Science Press, 2010).  

(www.nssp.com) 

Assessment of the Student’s 

Performance   Applying the 

traditional grading scale of “A” as 

excellent, “B” as very good, “C” 

as average, “D” as poor, and “F” 

as failing, the determination of 

the grade will be determined by 

the extent to which the student 

demonstrates a successful han-

dling of the assigned materials, 

including a basic factual 

knowledge of the topic re-

searched.  Students will be test-

ed over four-five chapters per 

examination.  Five tests totaling 

500 points and one book review 

worth 100 points..  Each can be 

taken when you’re ready. 

Course Description 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Student 

Learning Out-

2 

Course Out-

comes 

2 

Chapter and 

Course Out-

comes 

3-

6 

Academic 

Misconduct 

& Disabilities 

Accommoda-

tion 

8 

Your  

Instructor 

9 

Teaching Strategies  

D I C K I N S O N   

S T A T E   

U N I V E R S I T Y  

World Civilizations Since 1500 
S Y L L A B U S —  M E I E R  H I S T  2 1 2 — O N L I N E — F A L L 2 0 1 3  

S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T :  

 For this 

course,  

history is 

about people. 

 Examine the 

Implications 

of “Why?” 

 Unexamined 

history is a 

lost heritage. 

 Students are 

expected to 

use DSU 

email for 

official corre-

spondence, 

namely, @my. 

dickinson-

state.edu. 
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A wise man will 

make more 

opportunities than 

he finds.   

 

- Francis Bacon 

Giorgio Vasari 

Institutional Learning Outcomes  

Course Student Learning Outcomes 

Department Student Learning Outcomes 
Specifically, World Civiliza-

tions (HIST 212) serves most 

of Departmental learning 

outcomes, especially: 

1. Have a general under-

standing of the diverse 

cultures, religious beliefs, 

and civilizations which 

have influenced the course 

of United States and world 

history. 

2. Appreciate global diver-

sity as a positive force for 

change and growth in con-

temporary civilization.  

 

 

 

3. Have the basic skills to 

analyze and explain the 

inter-relations among cul-

tures that have produced 

the contemporary social, 

political, cultural, and eco-

nomic environment.  

4. Better appreciate the 

complex responsibilities of 

the United States within 

the contemporary world.  

 

 

 

6. Demonstrate an under-

standing of fundamental 

content and concepts in a 

second social science area 

(economics, geography, or 

political science). 

 

questions serve al-

so as outcomes 

which follow close-

ly the materials 

presented in the 

text and provided 

Study ques-

tions for each 

chapter follow 

on each chap-

ter in  the 

text.  These 

on Moodle.  HOW-

EVER,  all test ques-

tions are essays and 

based on questions 

listed in the text. 

tual skills of inquiry, mathe-

matical reasoning, quantita-

tive and qualitative analysis, 

critical and creative thinking, 

and problem solving. 

III. Demonstrate written, 

oral, and visual communica-

tion skills, information litera-

cy, and technological skills. 

V. Demonstrate responsible 

ethical reasoning and social  

and intercultural engage-

ment. 

VI. Demonstrate advanced 

accomplishment in discipline 

specific performance. 

VII. Demonstrate integrative 

learning across the curricu-

lum. 

Specifically, World Civiliza-

tions (HIST 212) serves most 

of Dickinson State Universi-

ty’s learning outcomes, espe-

cially: 

I. Demonstrate knowledge of 

human cultures, the humani-

ties, the social sciences, the 

fine and performing arts, and 

the physical and natural 

worlds. 

II. Demonstrate the intellec-

W O R L D  C I V I L I Z A T I O N S  S I N C E  1 5 0 0  

Francis  

Bacon  

(1561-1626) 
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A wise man will 

make more 

opportunities 

than he finds.   

 

- Francis Bacon 

Giorgio Vasari 

Chapter Learning Outcomes (16-19) 
The following learning outcomes are for students using The World by Fernandez-Armesto: 

By the end of Chapter 16, students should be able to explain the following:  (1)  How did 
imperialism change during the sixteenth century, and why was that change so signifi-
cant? (2) In what ways did Europeans and Asians interact with one another in the build-
ing of their Indian and Asian empires? (3) How did the great land empires of Russia, Chi-
na, and the Ottomans function? (4) How was the relationship between Native Americans 
and the European settlers different in North America as compared with Spanish and Por-
tuguese South America? (5) In what ways did the Europeans transform trade and com-
munication in the Americas? How did the Americas transform Europe and its place in the 
global economy?  
 
By the end of Chapter 17, students should be able to explain the following:  (1) What is 
the Columbian Exchange of people, plants, and animals? How did this exchange create 
ecological change around the globe? (2) What was the microbial exchange that occurred 
between Europeans and Native Americans? What were its effects on Native Americans? 
Also, what were the effects of this exchange on the development of the African slave 
trade? (3) How did power shift between steppelander and settled peoples around the 
globe during the sixteenth to seventeenth centuries? (4) How did the Spanish and Portu-
guese colonies differ in the way that they exploited their environments from the colonies 
in North America? (5) What effects did the European settlement of the Americas and 
increased communication across Eurasia have in creating an ecological revolution? 
 
By the end of Chapter 18, students should be able to explain the following: (1) What 
were the main concerns of the Christian faith during the sixteenth century? How did the 
Reformation and Counter-Reformation reflect those concerns? (2) What types of mis-
sionary activities did Buddhists, Christians, and Muslims practice? How successful were 
they? What are some examples of the religious diversity that appeared in the Americas 
and India during the sixteenth to seventeenth centuries? (3) How were Europeans con-
fronted with new ways of thinking about religion and about what it means to be human? 
(4) What was the relationship between magic and science, and how did that change dur-
ing the seventeenth century in Europe? (5) How did Europe begin to move ahead of the 
rest of the world in scientific knowledge? What was the importance of the role of Euro-
pean advances in astronomy during this period? 

 
By the end of Chapter 19, students should be able to explain the following: (1) 
How and why were conceptions of the state changing in Europe during the six-
teenth to seventeenth centuries? What were the realities that dashed any hopes 
for European unity during this period? (2) How and why were conceptions of 
society and the family changing in Europe during the sixteenth to seventeenth 
centuries? (3) How did the Ottomans, the Mughals, and the Safavids rule their 
empires? What were the major differences that existed between these states? 
(4) What new types of rule formed in China and Japan during the seventeenth 
century? What were the different challenges that the Chinese and Japanese 
faced during this period? (5) What new types of government and society devel-
oped in the New World? How did the African slave trade affect the development 
of society and government in the New World and in Africa?  

W O R L D  C I V I L I Z A T I O N S  S I N C E  1 5 0 0  

Francis  

Bacon  

(1561-1626) 
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Triangle Trade 

Slave Auction 

Chapter Learning Outcomes (20-24) 
By the end of Chapter 20, students should be able to explain: (1) How did population rise and fall 

around the globe during the eighteenth century and what are some possible explanations for these 

changes? (2) What role did medicine play in this population increase? How did disease change dur-

ing this period? (3) How did Europe catch up with the economies of Eurasia and begin to surpass 

them by the end of the century? (4) What was the scientific background that lay behind the West’s 

leap in productivity? What example does Britain provide for this new development? (5) How did 

Europe’s global empires affect the development of new plants and bring about the introduction of 

plants and animals into new locations around the world? 

 

By the end of Chapter 21, students should be able to explain: (1) Why did China expand during 

most of the eighteenth century, but then stopped and began to decline as an economic power? 

How did the other major Asian empires decline during this period? (2) How did the British East 

India Company gain control over India? How did the Dutch acquire their empire in the East Indies? 

(3) What were the effects of the slave trade on Africa and on Africans? What other pressures did 

outsiders like Europeans and the Omani exert on Africa? (4) What was new about the empires 

that arose in the Americas during the eighteenth century? (5) How and why did various independ-

ence movements assert themselves in North and South America?  

 

By the end of Chapter 22, students should be able to explain:  (1) What were the range of Europe-

an attitudes toward China, India, and the Ottoman Empire? (2) What was the reception of West-

ern ideas in China, Japan, Korea, and elsewhere in Asia? (3) How did Enlightenment thinkers view 

the question of the goodness of humankind? How did that view affect considerations of economic 

practice and social equality? What was the common Enlightenment view of the church? (4) What is 

romanticism and how was it affected by the scientific discoveries of Captain James Cook and oth-

ers? What were some of the results of the romantic movement in religion, art, literature, and phi-

losophy? (5) What caused the French Revolution and why did it take the course that it did? How 

do individuals like the Marquis de Sade and Napoleon illustrate the excesses of the Enlightenment? 

 

By the end of Chapter 23, students should be able to explain: (1) How was the rise in global popu-

lation linked with new developments in food production and with changes in the patterns of human 

diseases? (2) What effects did the needs of mass armies have on the development of industrializa-

tion? What new types of transportation and communication technologies developed? What atti-

tudes did people have toward these dramatic changes in Europe and America? (3) How did indus-

trialization in Europe and North America compare with industrialization in South America? What 

accounts for the differences? (4) Why was Japan able to industrialize successfully in a relatively 

short time, while China failed to do so during roughly the same period? (5) What factors caused 

India to lose its traditional industries during the eighteenth century? Why was Egypt unable to be-

come an industrial nation? 

 

By the end of Chapter 24, students should be able to explain: (1) How did industrialization change 

the work environment? How did some individuals see the changes brought by industrialization as 

positive and how did some critics see the changes as a negative development? (2) What was life 

like in the early industrial cities and how did things change over the course of the nineteenth cen-

tury? How did working conditions change for agriculturalists and miners during this same period? 

(3) What changes occurred for slaves, serfs, and other forced laborers and why did those changes 

come about? (4) How did patterns of human migration change during the nineteenth century? 

What effects did these changes have on pastoral peoples? (5) In what ways were the lives of elites 

in different countries affected by industrialization? How was the definition of who belonged to an 

elite shifted? How did landed aristocrats react to these changes? 

W O R L D  C I V I L I Z A T I O N S  S I N C E  1 5 0 0  
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Opium Smokers 

Chapter Learning Outcomes (25-29) 
By the end of Chapter 25, students should be able to explain: (1) What were the Opium Wars? 

How did China’s losses in these wars affect the rising dominance of the European powers in East 

Asia? (2) What accounts for the rise of European empires around the world? How did some native 

peoples resist the development of these empires? (3) How were Europeans able to govern over 

the much larger native populations of their overseas empires? How did native peoples cooperate 

and participate in this process? (4) What was “Business Imperialism”? What causes, other than 

economic, drove European empire building? How did the “New Europes” arise in certain areas? 

What types of empire building occurred during this period in Japan, Russia, and the United States? 

(5) What new theories about human evolution helped spawn ideas that supported imperialism? 

Why did some Europeans see themselves as morally superior to those they ruled? 

 

By the end of Chapter 26, students should be able to explain: (1) What part did nationalism play in 

the creation of new states in Europe and beyond? How did these new nationalist movements affect 

the Jewish populations in these countries? (2) How did constitutionalism affect the development of 

new and existing states? (3) What effects did the developments of bureaucracy, centralization, and 

militarization have on industrialized and non-industrialized states? (4) How was traditional religion 

transformed in many states? In what ways did religion change political and military movements of 

resistance? (5) What impacts did ideas like democracy, socialism, and utilitarianism have on emerg-

ing political movements and states? 

 

By the end of Chapter 27, students should be able to explain: (1) What was the role of medicine in 

the spread of Western science? How and why was Western science so popular? (2) How have new 

discoveries in physics and the human sciences revolutionized the way that we understand the uni-

verse and ourselves? (3) How have new developments in anthropology and psychology dramatically 

changed the way that people understand each other and themselves? (4) In what ways did changes 

in the world of art reflect the new ideas and discoveries that marked science, anthropology, and 

psychology? (5) What were the major developments in Western philosophy? Why did people in 

the West turn to Eastern ideas and philosophies during the last half of the twentieth century? 

 

By the end of Chapter 28, students should be able to explain: (1) What was the First World War 

and what were its immediate consequences? (2) What were the main ideologies that arose in the 

aftermath of the First World War? How did those ideologies play a role in the conduct of the Sec-

ond World War? (3) What was the basis of the conflict between the United States and the Soviet 

Union during the Cold War? How did this conflict affect the rest of the world? (4) Why did the 

European empires give up their colonial possessions so rapidly? What was the result of decoloniza-

tion? (5) Why did no coherent world order arise in the aftermath of the Cold War? What have 

been the challenges for new regional orders, such as the European Union, and for rising powers 

like China? 

 

By the end of Chapter 29, students should be able to explain: (1) How and why was the 

twentieth century filled with atrocities of such monumental scale? What factors caused 

the remarkable growth and development of the state? (2) What led to the rise in individu-

alism and a reaction against “big government” during the last half of the century? (3) What 

is counter-colonization? How did this new migration of peoples lead to dramatic social 

changes in the West and in the rest of the world? (4) How has the new global economy 

reinforced certain elements of the old imperial regimes but also created new economic 

forces? What cultural effects have occurred as a result of globalization? (5) What effect 

has secularism had on religious practice? How has fundamentalism played a role in fighting 

back against growing secularism? What other types of religious reaction have arisen? 

W O R L D  C I V I L I Z A T I O N S  S I N C E  1 5 0 0  

  

Industriali-

zation 



P A G E  6  

 

       Oil Platform 

Chapter Learning Outcomes (30) 
By the end of Chapter 30, students should be able to explain: (1) What are the primary 

fuels that have been used during the twentieth century and how has their consumption 

risen? What alternative energy sources have been tried and what are the challenges they 

pose? (2) What factors led to the overproduction of food and how did this lead to in-

creased poverty, diminished biodiversity, and dramatically increased heart disease and 

Type-2 diabetes? (3) How has the overproduction of food increased the level of urbani-

zation around the world? What types of social and economic problems has rapid and 

often uncontrolled urbanization created? (4) How great have the losses over the course 

of the twentieth century to plants and animals? How much of this is attributable to hu-

man activity? What have been the effects of conservation efforts on the depletion of the 

land and the sea? (5) What changes have occurred in climate and in the microbial world 

that have presented challenges during the last century? How have people attempted to 

meet those challenges? 

W O R L D  C I V I L I Z A T I O N S  S I N C E  1 5 0 0  

The   Globe  

in Postcards 



 

 

 
          The 9-10 point essay:  

Contains a well-developed thesis that clearly addresses the nature of the question 

Presents an effective analysis of the item in question; treatment may be uneven  

Supports thesis with substantial and relevant evidence 

Is clearly organized and well written 

May contain minor errors 

Substantial evidence is used 

The 6-8 point essay:  

Contains a thesis which addresses the topic of the question (limited development) 

Has limited analysis and exhibits limited understanding of complexity 

Is mostly descriptive 

Deals with only one aspect of the question in some depth 

Supports thesis with some evidence 

Shows evidence of acceptable  organization and writing; language errors do not interfere with comprehension 

May contain factual errors that do not seriously detract from the quality or argument of the essay 

Some evidence used effectively 

The 4-5 point essay:  

Presents a limited, confused and/or poorly developed thesis 

Contains little or no analysis and is mostly descriptive 

Deals with one aspect of the question in a general way or both aspect in a superficial way; simplistic explanation 

Has minimal or irrelevant supporting evidence  

Confusing organization and writing; organization and language errors interfere with comprehension 

May contain major factual or interpretive errors 

Includes superficial evidence  

Contains little evidence or only  generally comprehension 

The 0-3 point essay:  

Contains no thesis, or a thesis which does not address the question  

Exhibits inadequate or inaccurate understanding of the question (analysis is absent) 

Contains no supporting evidence, or only irrelevant evidence 

Is so poorly organized or written that it inhibits understanding 

May simply paraphrase or restate the question  

Contains numerous errors, both major and minor  

Exhibits little or no understanding of evidence or ignores it completely 

Offers inappropriate evidence 

 

Essay Grading Rubric 
Essays are scored on a 0-10 scale.  The following rubric is used in grading test essays: 



Academic Misconduct 
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Dickinson State University does not 

sanction or tolerate academic mis-

conduct by students. Academic 

misconduct such as cheating on 

exams, plagiarism, etc. is defined in 

the Dickinson State University Stu-

dent Guide under Article III.  A. - 

Academic Misconduct. When the 

instructor has substantial evidence 

that such an academic misconduct 

has occurred, the instructor can 

determine the degree of penalty 

within 

his/her jurisdiction with regard to 

the course in which the misconduct 

occurred.  Such penalties may range 

from a verbal warning to failure of 

the course. Proven gross academic 

misconduct by students may result 

in disciplinary actions that go be-

yond academic sanctions within the 

course. If the student does not 

agree with the instructor’s allega-

tion of academic misconduct and 

subsequent penalty, he/she may 

make an informal and formal appeal 

through the Academic Appeals 

Process. 

vices at 483-2999 in 

the Academic Success 

Center to ensure that 

accommodations are 

implemented in a 

timely fashion.  

Students with disabili-

ties who believe they 

may need an accom-

modation in this 

course are encouraged 

to contact the Coordi-

nator of Disability Ser-

William Wilberforce 

George Washington 

Sri Krishna 

Bill Gates 

Martin Luther 

Rosa Parks 

Lord Nelson 

Princess Diana  

Oscar Wilde 

Karl Marx  

Boris Yeltsin   

Margaret Thatcher  

Charles de Gaulle 

George Orwell  

J.R.R.Tolkien  

Charles Darwin   Sir Isaac Newton  Boudica  

King Arthur  Kofi Annan Dalai Lama 

Queen Elizabeth II  Queen Victoria John M Keynes 

Swami Vivekananda Raisa Gorbachev Konrad Adenauer 

Jawaharlal Nehru  Ramses The Great Benjamin Franklin 

Confucius   Aristotle  Socrates 

Alexander the Great Marcus Aurelius Charlemagne 

Saladin   Babur  Akbar 

Sir Walter Raleigh  Galileo Galilei Voltaire 

Samuel Johnson  Catherine  Schubert 

Napoleon   Beethoven Benjamin Disraeli 

Florence Nightingale Leonardo da Vinci Louis Pasteur 

Leo Tolstoy  Mahatma Gandhi Albert Einstein 

Ataturk   Pablo Picasso Franklin Roosevelt 

Pope John Paul II  Mohammed Ali King Alfred 

Aung San Suu Kyi  John F. Kennedy Lyndon Johnson 

Indira Gandhi  Eva Peron William Tyndale 

Mozart   Tim Berners Lee Benazir Bhutto 

Desmond Tutu  Barack Obama Albert Schweitzer 

Jesus Christ 

Thomas Jefferson 

Mikhail Gorbachev 

Martin Luther King 

Nelson Mandela 

Lord Buddha 

Winston Churchill 

William Shakespeare 

Adolf Hitler 

Abraham Lincoln 

Woodrow Wilson 

Joan of Arc 

Mother Teresa 

Muhammed 

The Block 

People Who Changed the World 

Accommodation for Disability 

Steven Hawking 

Honesty is 

the first 

chapter of 

the book of 

wisdom.   

~Thomas 

Jefferson  
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Encyclopedic History of Modern 

Germany (1996), and History and 

the Internet (1996), and various 

conference presentations, includ-

ing the European Studies Confer-

ences, the German Studies Asso-

ciation Conferences, the Holo-

caust and the Churches Confer-

Dr. Meier is currently Chair, De-

partment of Social Sciences, and 

Professor of History at Dickinson 

State University.  He received his 

Ph.D. in modern European histo-

ry from the University of Wis-

consin-Madison in 1990.  Since his 

dissertation, "Managing the West 

Germans," he has usually focused 

on modern German political his-

tory.  His professional activities 

include numerous book reviews 

(German Studies Review, H-Net, 

European Studies Journal, Shofar, 

and The Historian), contributions 

to various encyclopedic works 

published by Garland (New 

York), namely, The Holocaust 

Chronicle (1998),  Europe Since 

1945:  An Encyclopedia (1997), 

ences, and the Florida Confer-

ence of Historians. He also 

served as Associate Editor of the 

European Studies Journal. 

 

Dr.  Meier took part in 

“Representations of the ‘Other’: 

Jews in Medieval Christendom.” 

an National Endowment for the 

Humanities Summer Institute, 

held 06 July - 11 August, 2010, in 

Oxford, England, at the Oxford 

Centre for Hebrew and Jewish 

Studies. 

 

Dr. Meier has contributed rough-

ly 170 publications and presenta-

tions in his discipline outside DSU 

since 1990. 

Stickney 422 

291 Campus Drive 

Dickinson, ND 

Phone:   701-483-2116 

Fax:    701-483-2146 

Office Hours: TR 8-10 & 11:30-12 

DICKINSON STATE UNIVERSITY  

Mission, Role, and Scope Statement 

 

Dickinson State University is a regional four-

year institution within the North Dakota Uni-

versity System, whose primary role is to con-

tribute to intellectual, social, economic and 

cultural development, especially to Southwest-

ern North Dakota. The University’s mission is 

to provide high-quality, accessible programs, to 

promote excellence in teaching and learning; to 

support scholarly and creative activities; and to 

provide service relevant to the economy health 

and quality of life of the citizens of the State of 

North Dakota. 

Your Instructor 

Email: david.meier@dickinsonstate.edu  

Dr. David A. Meier 

http://www.dickinsonstate.edu/

